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Consists of over 200 miles

ofi Interconnected creeks,

rfvers, and swamps along
the Roanoke River



Includes over 6
miles ofi class 2
and 3 whitewater
rapids



Passes through
historic tewns
Which offer a

variety of quaint
small tewn
EXPeriences



Hosts a myriad of birds
and other wildlife



Offers camping platforms in mysterious
packwater swamps, as Well as riverside
campsites






Observe both plant
and animal wildlife
which thrives In
this lush natural
environment



Photograph animals in the wild



Experience small town life



Participate in local events and festivals



Sample traditional
foods like rock
stew, firied herring,
shad and a host of
other wildi game
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Birds whichi are seen along
the Roanoke River include...

» Bald Eagles » Crows

» Egrets » Gulls

» Hawks » Vultures
» Herons » Songbirds
» Mississippi Kites » Waterfowl
» Ospreys Ducks

» Owls Geese

» Wild Turkeys Tundra Swan



RRPs collaborates te promote
tourism and economic development
along| the Roanoke RIVer.

Those partners include...

» a variety of agencies like The Conservation
Fund, The Nature Conservancy and N.C.
Wildlife Resources Commission & Tourism

» local communities
» private landowners
» compatible initiatives









History of RRP’s Development

» In 1995, reps from 5 counties
along the Roanoke met to
prainstorm

» Mission was to positively impact
local economies

» Ildeas included a Civil War: Trrail,
an Antigue trail, premoting local
products and a series of camping
platforms along the Roanoke



Initial Support

» [he Conservation Fund
» [he Nature Conservancy.

» Alse acquired support of the Army: Corp of
Engineers



In the Beginning ...

» 15t Platform built by
volunteers (Barred Owl)

» Grant funds were acguired
for additionall platform
construction and
profiessionals were hired

» Among the first users was a
group of blind students from
England (provided momentum)



RRP Today

» Public/private partnerships
nave been developed with
andowners to secure new
platform epportunities

» RRP enters Into a lease
agreement with the
landowner

» Aniinitial lease fee Is paid In
addition to revenue-sharing
from rental of platforms




Revenues/Support toe Sustain RRP

» Memberships (since 1997)
» Platform fees

» Service fees (handling other paddle trail
reservations)

» Fundraisers

» Private donations
(In-kind' & monetary)
» Partner contributions
» Grants



RRP as Eco-Tourism Model



Study paddle trail’'s economic Impact

Direct camping
expenditures exceeded
$66,000.

Those dollars, along
with local RRP
expenditures, resulted
In an induced spin-off
(direct & Indirect goods
& services) of nearly
$386,000.



Maximize free PR

The Roanoke River
Paddle Tralil, and thus
RRP itself, has been
featured In local,
regional, state and
national publications —
NC Signature, Our State
magazine, visitnc.com,
and the Washington Post
to name a few



Sponsor Annual Paddle Days event with
Roanoke River Paddle Club —
collaborate to maximize resources



Open; to
creation of new
events to
Include more
river
communities



Bring together individuals of diverse
backgrounds but similar interests —
drawing from large geographic area



Provide means for maintaining old
friendships & forging new —
the #1 reason for travel



Communicate

regularly with

members and
donors



Show denors thelr Impact



Invest In Roanoke River communities



Preserve & promote
Roanoke River
communities” heritage,
history and culture



Collaborate withr other
regional eco-tourism; partners



Share Information &
Seek New Partnerships



Promote other paddle trails






For more Information
VISt us on-line at
WG ARGKERVE RN ENS. 010
Or contact...

Carol J. Shields
cishields@ieuchnc net

Christina Gordon
cOorden@yvisithaliiax.com



http://www.roanokeriverpartners.org/
mailto:cjshields@touchnc.net
mailto:cgordon@visithalifax.com
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